
 

 

 
 

Splinters from the Board

 

 

 

A MORTGAGE TO BURN!  
 Happy news: WE HAVE PAID OFF THE 
MORTGAGE ON OUR PROPERTY! Watch for an 
announcement of a mortgage-burning celebration that 
will rock Dale Enterprise soon. 

NEW  FACES; CHANGE S:  
 We recently welcomed Jim Hollowood, Laura Dent 
and Noel Levan to membership in our congregation. 
 At our May 18 annual meeting, the congregation 
elected new board members Judith Hollowood and  
Holly Labbe (thanking outgoing board members Beryl 
Lawson and Amy Thompson for their service). We also 
approved a bylaws change creating a special status for 
inactive members. 
 Board member Kathleen Burke plans to leave in 
August to begin a new job in her hometown, Buffalo, NY. 
Thanks for everything, Kathleen...and stay warm!  
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE:  
 In July, the Social Justice Committee donated 
funds to the local organizations People Helping 
People and the Boys & Girls Club. Meanwhile, the 
following hands-on activities keep us busy. For 
more details, see our revised website link, 
http://huuweb.org/social-justice.htm.  
 

Feeding the community ñ 
Potluck- Sundays food drive : We have always fed 

each other at our first-Sunday potlucks. Now, we are 
also bringing food for people in Harrisonburg and 
Rockingham County who are in need. Any non-
perishable food items, and nonfood staples, are 
welcomed, and may be placed in the grocery cart in the 
sanctuary. Donations will be distributed by the local food 
pantry, Patchwork Pantry. Thanks to all who gave so 
generously in June and July!  
 

 
 

 
 

Mourning the violence  
 Jordan Hahn, 8, and his mother, Claire (grandson 
and daughter-in-law of Mary Hahn) hold a candle in this 
Daily News-Record photo taken at our May 27 vigil -- the 
first of two (to date) held locally during executions in 
Virginia. (For the DN-Rôs May 28 story, titled ñA Deathly 
Silence: Church Holds Vigil During Execution,ò and 
online comments, see: http://www.dnronline.com/news_ 
details.php?AID=17068&CHID=2.)  
 When Virginia resumed executions, HUUôs Social 
Justice Committee began holding vigils on scheduled 
execution nights, starting at 8:45 p.m on the southeast 
corner of Court Square in Harrisonburg. July dates are 
the 10

th
 and 24th. We mourn the killings both of murder 

victims and of the people who are, in turn, killed by our 
state government. All are welcome to join us. For more 
on the issue and advocacy, see Virginians for 
Alternatives to Death Penalty, http://vadp.org/ and UUs 
for Alternatives to the Death Penalty, www.uuadp.org/. 
(UUA has opposed capital punishment for more than 40 
years.) Please contact us (see back page) if you have 
questions or want to get involved.                         ïC.E.
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BUILDING & GROUNDS  
Do UU's need to go on a low ñcarbò diet?  Come and 

find out  August 20th and 21st.  

 This low carb diet is to decrease our carbon dioxide 
generation, the gas we create when we use electricity 
and gasoline.  The very same gas that is covering our 
earth like a blanket that we're knitting, stitch by stitch, 
and causing our world to warm and change in ways that 
will create much suffering through war for resources, 
drought, disease, famine, displacement and death from 
violent weather events.  Can we change our ways?  
 Tom Benevento will present our Sunday service on 
July 27. His topic: energy conservation. Tom will return 
in August to lead a workshop at HUU on sustainability 
and global warming Wednesday, August 20 from 7-9 
pm.  He is passionate and knowledgeable and has led 
workshops for other churches.  It's a good way to look at 
a difficult subject, in a supportive atmosphere with 
friends, and to talk about our questions and fears.  
 Afterward, very appropriately, we'll cool off with an ice 
cream social on the deck.  
 As a responsible group, we need to look at our 
buildings to see how we can become more energy 
efficient.  On Thursday, August 21, from 9:30-11:30 am, 
Tom will lead the Building and Grounds Committee 
through our buildings discussing ways we can reduce 
our carbon footprint.  Costs and savings will be detailed 
with the time elapsed needed to recoup initial outlay.  All 
members are welcome to come to this event.  The B&G 
committee will report the findings and recommendations 
to the board and congregation.  
 
Time to think ahead 
 The crews will soon start work in our front yard. This 
will mean a major change and loss of three mature trees 
close to the road for the new, needed water line for 
Harrisonburg.  After grieving for the beauty we've lost, 
we need to plan for new beauty. With that in mind, the 
Building and Grounds committee contacted Va. Tech's 
agriculture extension agent to request a 'master 
gardener' to give us a free consultation for landscaping 
once construction is complete. Pruitt Scripps, a graphic 
artist by profession, will do this for us Wednesday, 
August 20th at 10:00 am.  Please come if you can and 
are interested.  The B&G committee will report his 
recommendations to the board and congregation. 
 
Anyone interested in some dig-your-own flowers? 
 The committee is going to rework the flower bed 
between the south wall of the main building and the 
sidewalk to the RE building.  Beginning early August, we 
will cover it with black plastic to kill the weeds and 
grass.  Then we will replant to make the bed more 
attractive and lower-maintenance, possibly with shrubs 
that will cover the concrete base.   
  If you would like any of the flowers that are there 
now, please help yourself.  Iris is the main choice but 
you may find others. 
  

 Since the front of our property will be disrupted 
through the fall with the water line going in, we think it 
will be nice to have one area that will be pleasant to 
enjoy during this process.  The RE building deck has 
been upgraded and stained thanks to the efforts of Norm 
L., Barbara M., Eric L., Grayson S., David L., Barbara K., 
Jim M. and our committee, so that's ready for eating, 
relaxation and contemplation  A huge thanks to all who 
pitched in. 

 
-- Cathy Strickler 

 for the Building and Grounds Committee 
 

YoU, YoU and Me:  
Summer Church Camp  

 That's the name for HUU's version of ñVacation Bible 
School with a differenceò --scheduled this summer from 
Aug. 4-6 in the evening from 5 until 7:10 PM.  . 
 Carol Quintero, our DRE, (that's Director of Religious 
Education for you just learning the lingo), decided that 
the concept wasn't a bad idea--being she has two of her 
own children hungry for summer-time activities--and set 
out to develop a program and curriculum that would 
make Summer 'church' School more UU (Unitarian 
Universalist) friendly. She convinced the other members 
of CYCORE (Children and Youth Committee on 
Religious Education) that Summer Church Camp could 
be a reality, and now the program is official and on a roll. 
A half-dozen volunteers have been lined up to provide 
teaching, feeding, crafting, entertaining and play 
assistance.  Contact Carol (Carol@HUUweb.org) or Merle 
Wenger (mrfurn@msn.com) if you are interested. 
 Finally, if you know any children ages 3-12 (three 
classes will be provided, organized by age: 3-5, 6-9 and 
10-12) who might enjoy a brief summertime social 
experience that revolves around simple moral teaching 
and having fun at the same time, then sign them up with 
Carol Quintero (homeschoolvideo@gmail.com). The first 
night's lesson will give children an opportunity to 'spend 
time in 'jail,' snacking on bread and water, cut off from 
their friends, while the teacher explores whether we are 
all equal--whether we all have inherent worth and 
dignity.  Carol states that other lessons cover 'how to 
make a kingdom fair' and 'Darwin's exploration of the 
truth.'  In general 'YoU, YoU and Me' seek to further 
develop the child's understanding of our 7 principles. 
 Currently CYCORE is looking for volunteers to help 
guide the children once they arrive for the camp, and 
one adult to give a short talk about UUôism to parents on 
the last night.  All interested adults are invited to the 
closing wiener roast on Wednesday Aug. 6 at 7:10 PM. 
 If you canôt volunteer time, you can donate supplies. 
'YoU, YoU and Me' is looking for new felt tip markers, 
healthy snacks, hotdogs, buns, chips, books, a blanket, 
chains and tape (for the jail), good healthy bread, jam, 
butter, dog costume, king's crown and a costume box. 
 Volunteer or donate today and you just might gain 
inherent worth and dignity when you realize that ñYoU, 
YoU and Meò really is talking about YOU! 

--Merle Wenger 

mailto:Carol@HUUweb.org
mailto:mrfurn@msn.com
mailto:homeschoolvideo@gmail.com
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UU General Assembly:  a two-part report  from our two  attendees  
 

 

G.A. Journal  -  by David Lane  
 
Tuesday, June 24: Flying the friendly skies, I read in 
The Washington Post that ñmost Americans believe that 
angels and demons are active in the world, and nearly 
80 percent think miracles occur.ò  This was one of the 
key findings in a poll released yesterday. 
 
Wednesday, June 25: We walked to the Fort 
Lauderdale Convention Center (0.8 miles from our 
hotel) for the first time this afternoon to register and 
attend the TJ District in-gathering.  At registration we 
picked up materials detailing this yearôs Association 
Sunday.  Part of the UUAôs campaign to grow Unitarian 
Universalism in both numbers and spirit, Association 
Sunday is the day (this year scheduled for October 12) 
when congregations all across the country are invited to 
examine their role in making liberal religion more visible 
and accessible to everyone in their communities.   
 At the in-gathering, Anna Olsen, our TJ Trustee on 
the UUA board, spoke with her characteristic energy and 
enthusiasm (she visited HUU this past May).  We 
observed that just about as many TJ lay folk were 
attending this year as in years past, though once again 
Grayson and I seemed to be the only lay representation 
from Valley congregations. 
 Opening Worship this year was largely given over to 
the performance of ñSources: A Unitarian Universalist 
Cantata.ò  This work was previewed in the Spring 08 
issue of UU World and was a ñmust seeò as far as I was 
concerned.  I wasnôt disappointed.  An orchestra of 40 
members, a choir of twice that number, multiple soloists, 
and music matched just about perfectly to lyrics and 
readings ï all working to suggest the key sources of our 
living religious tradition: what was not to like?  And when 
all 3000 in the audience were asked to take part, to sing 
in response to the text of the Golden Rule as it appears 
first in one, then in a second, and finally in the scriptures 
of eight different world religions, many could hardly help 
being moved to tears: 
 
 Many windows, one light; 
 Many waters, one sea; 
 All lifted hearts are free.  
 
Thursday, June 26: Today I attended three workshops.  
The first, sponsored by the TJ District, was entitled ñOur 
Center: The Compelling core of Unitarian Universalism.ò  
Yes, a theology session at GA!  And it was fascinating.  
UU ñbeliefsò were compared to coordinates to be used 
for orienting ourselves in the world.   
 Becoming a ñwelcomingò small congregation was the 
subject of the second workshop.  Did you know that 60% 
of UU congregations are now officially and formally 
ñwelcoming?ò  But did you also know that most 

small/rural UU congregations havenôt yet completed the 
Welcoming Congregation process even though they may 
well be the local groups most willing to support BGLT 
people? 
 ñBig Ideas for Small Congregations,ò my third 
workshop today, was led by Jane Dwinell.  Jane visited 
HUU several years back to lead one of our annual 
congregational retreats.  This session was devoted to 
her new book (with the same title) based on her work as 
a part time minister several years ago serving an initially 
very small congregation (about 20 members) and her 
work since as a small congregation consultant.  Jane 
told us about two different kinds of small congregations, 
the group-centered and the leader-centered, and 
explained the key importance of identifying mission (in 
the larger community) to the health and vitality of both 
kinds of small congregations. 
 
Friday, June 27: Forrest Church, well known UU author, 
theologian, and minister at All Souls Church in New York 
City, is dying of esophageal cancer.  He spoke this 
morning about the experience of living with a terminal 
diagnosis, about the way his life and work as a 
theologian have always been linked to ñthe valley of the 
shadowò through which he is now passing, and about 
how his faith as a UU enables him to understand and 
accept the end-point to which his journey leads.  He 
acknowledged this would likely be his last GA.  He 
received a standing ovation. 
 This afternoon, Jim Scott (author of one of my 
favorite UU hymns, ñGather the Spiritò) led a ñraising of 
voices for a healthy, just, and peaceful world.ò  Hearing 
him perform and singing under his direction after 
unexpectedly stumbling into this session was an 
experience I wonôt soon forgot, easily one of pure UU 
serendipity. 
 Peter Morales (minister of Jefferson UU in Golden, 
Colorado) is running for the UUA presidency next year.  
By chance I ran into him in the GA exhibit hall late this 
afternoon in his campaign booth.  I identified HUU for 
him as the congregation where Rich and Martha Sider 
(who formerly attended Jefferson) will often be found on 
Sunday mornings.  It is indeed a small UU world!  Turns 
out that Peter and his wife know the Siders well, were 
glad to hear about them, and send their warmest 
regards. 
 
Saturday, June 28: Change of pace this morning: 
ñHarry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix.ò  No, this 
wasnôt a GA session ï I watched it on HBO at the hotel.  
Still, with light and darkness locked in conflict and the 
worldôs fate hanging in the balance, Harry and the 
questing UU certainly appear to have much in common. 
 After lunch, a book talk by the author of Inheriting the 
Trade, Thomas DeWolf.  DeWolf discovered his family 
was responsible for transporting 10,000 Africans to the 
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New World in bondage.  With nine other family members 
he retraced the steps of his ancestors in the triangle 
trade, traveling first to Ghana, then to Cuba, and finally 
back to Providence, Rhode Island.  His book chronicles 
that journey as well as his own increasing awareness of 
slaveryôs continuing legacy. 
 And then Saving Paradise.  Rita Brock and Rebecca 
Ann Parker read selections from their new account of 
how early Christianityôs theology of beauty and love of 
this world evolved into a belief in redemptive violence.  
Even more fascinating than the selections that appeared 
from the book in the Spring ó08 issue of UU World. 
 The Ware Lecture brought this last full day of GA to a 
close.  Van Jones, a community activist from Oakland, 
California, challenged UUs to prepare for governance, 
asserting that the struggles for social justice and 
environmental justice are now becoming the same 
struggle and that change is coming no matter who the 
next president is.  A powerful speaker with a clear 
understanding of how justice as moral imperative needs 
to form the context for future political action and policy 
making. 
 
Sunday, June 29: Sunday Morning Worship and the 
Closing Ceremony ended my 10

th
 GA today on a 

thoughtful, hopeful note.  The mega-church experience 
of thousands of UUs worshiping together is powerful.  
Music, spoken word, ritual ï all touch on truths we share 
implicitly. 

§ Whatever breaks our hearts drives our compassion. 

§ It is on compassion alone that salvation depends, 
our own and that of the whole world. 

§ For whether we most feel the unhappiness of those 
we love, the suffering of the innocent, unmet human 
need, the terrible injustice of natural calamities, the 
horrible and undeserved devastation of war ï all 
these motivate concern and commitment, all these 
compel action to change the world, all these quicken 
and empower our better selves. 

 

Thoughts about My 10 th  UUGA Annive r-
sary ð by Grayson Sless  

 Somewhere along the way, David and I became UU 
General Assembly junkies.  Attending my 10

th
 GA, 

though, raised a few questions. 

 Why is it that so few from HUU have ever attended a 
GA?  Cost? Distance?  Interest?  All of these?  If it 
werenôt for Merle Wenger, the great majority of our GAôs 
would have been just David and me attending.  Another 
question: since we were there anyway, and since HUU 
was allowed two delegates, why was there no interest in 
having even one delegate represent our congregation?  
Each year important issues are debated and voted on at 
GA.  These debates help to determine the denomina-
tionôs future.  But without delegates, do we really 
consider ourselves to have a part in that future, and how 
much of a connection do we really want to have with the 
larger denomination? 
 
 Once again this year we ended up running into 
HUUôs first full-time minister.  In seeing her at GA this 
year, the inevitable and awkward question of 
membership came up: ñHow many members do you 
have now?ò  Asking how many members we have now is 
really asking whether or not we are growing.  And, when 
I tell her we have about the same number of members 
as we had when she was minister 15 years ago, the 
answer to that implicit question about growth is pretty 
clear.  Honestly, I donôt know why our membership has 
stayed the same when Harrisonburg has about doubled 
in size during the same time period. 
 
 When challenged by UUA President Bill Sinkford to 
list a few things that I hoped to take back to my 
congregation, my first thought was that I didnôt know if 
there was anything anybody wanted me to bring back!  
Had anybody asked that we be on the lookout for 
particular information, ideas we might adapt or steal, or 
concepts that we might apply to make change of any 
kind?  Not that I could remember.  There were almost 
4000 Unitarian Universalists attending from large and 
small congregations, with a wealth of experience and 
information about congregational life.  What could they 
tell us about mission?  How could we take their 
experience and make it work for us?  Do we really have 
to reinvent the wheel in everything we do?  Maybe with 
more focus and more folks from HUU attending. we 
could benefit more substantially from what a GA has to 
offer.  Anybody interested in going next year, and if so, 
what sort of things should we be on the lookout to bring 
back? 
 

 G.A. in 2009 will be June 24 - 28 in Salt Lake 
City, Utah.

 

 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -   
 

As George Santayana put it, òReligion is the love of life in the consciousness of its impotence.ó... 
It requires a resource suitable to the plight of Winnie the Pooh, who, when stuck the doorway of 
Rabbitõs house, made a simple request: òWould you be so kind as to read a Sustaining Book such as 
would help and comfort a Wedge d Bear in a Great Tightness?ó  

-- William F. Schulz, from UU World, 11/12 2003  
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EVENTS; NOTES  
 
Mark your calendar! Saturday, July 19 at 6PM: The 
Morristown, NJ UU Youth Group will be spending the 
night on their way home from building a house for 
Habitat for Humanity in South Carolina. This will be the 
third time we will host this fine group of young people. 
We're in need of two things: Food to feed them, and our 
people to attend. Please bring a dish to serve at least 8.  
Do come and meet an exceptional group of young folks. 
Speak to Mary or Beryl for details. 
 
PRIDE IN THE PARK: Celebrate the "One Human 
Family" with your friends in SVGLA (the Shenandoah 
Valley Gay and Lesbian Alliance). HUU members have 
demonstrated their support for Harrisonburg's LGBT 
community in ways large and small during the past year.  
In recognition of that support, SVGLA extends a special 
invitation to folks at HUU to attend PRIDE IN THE PARK 
on July 20 from 4:00-8:00PM at Shelters #5 and #8 in 
Hillandale Park. Hamburgers, snacks, and soft drinks will 
be provided (alcoholic beverages are not permitted 
within the park).  Pets, children, and all family members 
are welcome. Badminton, croquet, and volleyball will be 
available. See you at Harrisonburg's second annual 
PRIDE IN THE PARK! 
 
Moms' Night Out is Friday, August 1 at 6:30PM at the 
Blue Nile. Moms, see you there! 
 
See where your food-drive contributions go: Patchwork 
Pantry, the food pantry in Harrisonburg, needs 
volunteers on Wednesday evenings, especially in 
summer after students leave town. Call Sheri at 574-
4877 (day), 433-0564 (evening) to volunteer.  
 
The Sierra Club Shenandoah Group plans an 
Environmental Team Trivia night on July 22 at 
Clementine Cafe. To know more about this and the 
clubôs many other activities, contact Ralph Grove, 
ralph.grove@alumni.purdue.edu  
 
In May, Charlotte Shnaider became a grandmother for 
the first time -- Duncan Cullison Guest, son of 
Charlotteôs daughter, Erin, was welcomed into the world 
in California.  
 
Will we soon see the worldôs first mass-produced 
electric car? Shai Agassi, an Israeli entrepreneur now 
based in Californiaôs Silicon Valley, hopes so. Agassiôs 
"Better Place" car project has received aid from Israel 
and Denmark. Charlotte shares coverage about it in the 
June 17 San Francisco Chronicle and this online video: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NfGEbTcNuzA&NR=1 
 
Blessings to Edward McNett and Maggie Roth, married 
July 5 in Las Vegas. Eddie is the son of HUU members 
Chris Edwards and the late Al McNett, and stepson of 
Robin McNallie. The couple, both teachers, live in 
Staunton.  

 

IN MEMORY  

 
 
Thomas Christopher (Chris) Cruise died at 35 in 
Blacksburg, on April 15, from a car accident in which he 
was a passenger. Chris had attended our church most 
Sundays for several months after serving last August as 
one of the presenters in a Sunday service about 
Harrisonburgôs Gemeinschaft Home. He worked hard to 
start a new life, with help from that program at the home 
for former prisoners. Robin McNallie became his mentor, 
working with him until Chris completed his time at 
Gemeinschaft and returned to his home in Blacksburg. 
His daughter, Raven, appears with him in the above 
NRVNews obituary photo. 
 
John J. Preller, a member of our congregation, died on 
April 5 at age 55. John had attended JMU and was an 
electrician. Most of his family live in New York. 
 Merle Wenger, of our Building & Grounds Committee, 
recalls, ñJohn was a loyal worker for our church, 
assisting in years of chicken BBQ fundraising--always 
making the 4:30AM appointment on time--helping to 
repair the bathroom floors and install new vinyl, assisting 
in the installation of the basketball court and the new 
fence around the RE building--to name but a few of his 
contributions.  John was a hard worker and arrived on 
the jobsite well equipped with good tools.  It was a 
pleasure working with so skilled a craftsman.ò 
 
Phyllis Barton passed away in Sacramento on May 16. 
Phyllis, her daughter Pam Whister and son-in-law Jeff 
Jennings were early members of our fellowship. Pam 
may be contacted by e-mail:  Whistjenn@cs.com 
 
 

  

You will not die  

As long as som eone 

Calls your name.  

-  African proverb  

http://mailcenter3.comcast.net/wmc/v/wm/48757518000A101800000F8F22147564029C079D080CD29C0B9D0E990B0A?cmd=ComposeTo&adr=ralph%2Egrove%40alumni%2Epurdue%2Eedu&sid=c0
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MENU FOR THE FUTURE:  
A Discovery Circle  

 
ñFood is our common ground, our universal 

experience.òð James Beard 
 Have you ever considered the impact that food has 
on culture, society and the health of our planet? What 
about the connections between agricultural practices 
and personal as well as ecological well-being? Do you 
wonder what your role in creating or supporting a 
sustainable food system, might be? 
 With this seven-session, self-guided discussion group 
program, you will explore the effects of our modern 
eating habits; the ecological and economic impacts of 
how we grow and prepare our food; the influences that 
shape our choices and food policies; the issues of 
hunger, equity and Fair Trade; and receive inspiration 
and practical advice on the steps you can take to create 
more sustainable food systems.  
 Our new Discovery Circle will launch Tuesday, 
September 23

rd
 from 7-8:30 p.m., and will run for 7 

weeks, with an optional extra session (a local foods 
banquet!).  The cost, $25 per person, covers an 
excellent book of reading materials and the support of 

the Chesapeake Earth Institute 
(EcoStewards Alliance).  Pre-
register with Elizabeth Scott by 
September 9

th
 so she can have 

enough books on hand: 434-8283; 
elizabethscott@att.net. 

-- Elizabeth Scott 

 

 

KIRK BALLIN : New guest minister  
 The Sunday Services Committee is pleased to 
announce that Rev. Kirk Ballin has joined the Guest 
Ministry Program at HUU. Along with Rev. Emma 
Chattin and Rev. Robert Hughes, Rev. Ballin will join us 
for four Sundays this year (FY 2008-09). Due to 
scheduling conflicts, Rev. Kirk will be speaking two 
months in a row, on July 20 and August 17. His other 
scheduled dates are January 11 and April 12, 2009. 
Rev. John Irvine, a former Guest Minister, has graciously 
agreed to be an occasional speaker for our congrega-
tion. Below is a biographical sketch from Rev. Kirk: 

 Kirk Ballin was born in Colorado Springs. Colorado, 
and lived in many places in the U.S., Geneva, 
Switzerland and Kuwait. He obtained his BA from 
Colorado College, did Masters work in Cultural 
Anthropology, University of Virginia, and earned Master 
of Divinity from Harvard Divinity School. Kirk has been a 
UU Minister for 25 years and served three UU 
Congregations: Meadville, PA (1984-1987); Roanoke, 
VA (1987-1999); and Lynchburg, VA (1999-2003). He 
worked as a Trauma Unit Chaplain with Carilion Health 
System, and served as Executive Director of the 

National Conference for Community and Justice - 
Roanoke Region. Currently, Kirk is Program Coordinator 
of AgrAbility Virginia, a joint USDA-funded project of 
Virginia Tech and Easter Seals Virginia, serving farmers 
and ranchers with disabilities in the Commonwealth of 
Virginia. He is married to Katherine Devine, a Roanoke 
artist and teacher. The couple have four children 
between them, Alex (23), Ivan (21), Adrienne (21), and 
Isha (16). Kirk also has a loving history with HUU, having 
provided ministerial services dating back to the earliest 
years of our Fellowship.                          ï Bernie Mathes 

 

REALITY - CHECKS:  
Reviewing a book and two websites  
 In this polarized America, information and 
misinformation fly like the proverbial stuff that hit the fan 
ï and never more so than in a major election year. Here 
are a few tools Iôve found useful in checking out what I 
hear:  
 unSpun ï Finding Facts in a World of Disinforma-
tion, by Brooks Jackson and Kathleen Hall Jamieson. 
(Random House, 2007). This thin but well-documented 
volume draws on commercial advertising as well as 
politics to illustrate such pointers as ñIf itôs scary, be 
waryò (of a storyôs credibility). The authors (one of whom, 
Jamieson, has appeared on Bill Moyersô program) also 
suggest skepticism of claims that seem ñtoo good,ò and 
conduct amusing analyses of such phenomena as 
ñWeasel Wordsò and The Literally True Falsehood.ò 
They emphasize checking primary sources (made more 
do-able by the Internet, a tool that can provide light as 
well as darkness).  
 FactCheck.org ï Annenberg Political Fact Check, a 
website founded by the authors of unSpun, checks the 
veracity of current political claims from all sides: 
http://www.factcheck.org. (One of its recent articles, 
ñThat Chain E-mail Your Friend Sent to You Is [Likely] 
Bogus. Seriously,ò advises, ñBe skeptical about any 
email message that says, óThis is NOT a hoax!ôò) 
 Snopes.com ï http://www.snopes.com/ -- checks out 
all sorts of legends. The site includes a detailed 
exposition showing why the rumor of giant alligators 
living in the Manhattan sewers is false (shucks!)...but 
finds that yes, Coca-Cola did once contain cocaine.  
 Jamieson and others note that it is easier to believe 
what supports our world-view than what doesnôt. 
Certainly, those of us who are ñliberalò will be rightly 
suspicious about a claim (false, says FactCheck) that 
the Speaker of the House is robbing retirement funds to 
support illegal immigrants...but may be more credulous 
of a charge that the U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice 
advocates bombing abortion clinics (he does not, though 
he sided with a bomber in a civil case).  
 Can these fact-checkers seem even-handed to a 
fault? Sure. Can that neutrality help if we want a link for 
replying with next time a friend or relative forwards us a 
bizarre chain e-mail? It wonôt hurt to try.  

-- Chris Edwards  

mailto:elizabethscott@att.net
http://www.factcheck.org/
http://www.snopes.com/
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Absence of evidence is not evidence of absence. ð Carl Sagan

HUU Calendar  ² 

 Events not otherwise indicated take place at the church. Services and childrenôs religious educa-
tion/childcare begin Sundays at 10:30 a.m. Please join us after church for a potluck meal the first Sunday of 
each month.  
 Everything listed here is subject to change! ï for updates, see the weekly Order of Service, the e-news 
and/or the website, HUUweb.org. For inclement-weather closings, check WHSV-TV, WSVA (550 AM), 
http://www.whsv.com/closings and/or http://HUUweb.org/ 
 
Sunday, July 13:  

¶ Jim Bishop will present "If God is Love, Who Are You?" 

¶ Potluck picnic with Waynesboro UU Fellowship at Grand Caverns in Grottoes, starting 
at .2 p.m. in Shelter No. 2  

Saturday, July 19: Potluck with visiting UU youth volunteers from Morristown, NJ. (See p. 5.) 
Sunday, July 20:  

¶ The Rev. Kirk Ballin will present ñWhat's the Future of Christianity?"  

¶ SVGLA Pride In The Park picnic, Hillandale Park, 4:00-8:00PM. (See p. 5.) 
Sunday, July 27: Tom Benevento will present a service about energy conservation.  
 
Sunday, August 3:  

¶ Barbara Martin will present ñMaking the Creative Connection.ò 

¶ Potluck following the service. 
August 4-6: YoU, YoU and Me -- Summer church camp, evenings. Details, page 2.  
Sunday, Aug. 10: Linda Royster; Meredith Moore; and Carole Adams of the Mosby 
Foundation will present our annual ñBlessing of the Animals.ò Pets are invited.  
Sunday, Aug. 17: The Rev. Kirk Ballin will present a service. 
Sunday, Aug. 24: CYCORE (the childrenôs religious ed. program) will present a service.  
Sunday, Aug. 31:  

¶ Sarah Cheverton, Jim Moore and Robin McNallie will present ñHonoring the Labor 
Movement.ò 

¶ Town Hall meeting following the service (our 5
th
-Sundays congregational dialog).  

 
Sunday, Sept. 7:  

¶ ñIngathering and Water Communion,ò presented by Elizabeth Ihle. Bring water from your 
summer journeys. 

¶  Potluck following the service. 
Sunday, Sept. 14: Blue Stone Sky will present a service.  
Sunday, Sept. 21: The Rev. Emma Chattin will present a service.  
Sunday, Sept. 28: Dan Wessner will present a service.  
 
Sunday, Oct. 5:  

¶ Ken Nafziger will present a service. 

¶ Potluck following the service. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.whsv.com/closings
http://huuweb.org/
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OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR: 

Meredith Moore .  . . . . . . . . . (540)867-0073                        

           office@HUUweb.org 
 
BOARD MEMBERS: 
       Email to all. . . . .  . Board@HUUweb.org 

Lincoln Gray. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .433-

3424 
       lincoln@huuweb.org 
Ralph Grove, TREASURER. . .433-

1323 
       ralph@huuweb.org 
Mary Hahn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 833-5156 

       mary@huuweb.org 
Judith Hollowood.  . .  . . . . . . 434-4126 

       judith.hollowood@gmail.com 
Holly Labbe . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 828-3417 

       holly@huuweb.org  
Linda Royster. . . . . . . . .. . . .. 828-3750 

       linda@huuweb.org 
 

HUU MEETS:  
Adult RE: Discussion group Thursdays, twice 

monthly. Contact Beryl Lawson, 438-8327, or 
Ginny Holbrook-Heggie, 820-0656. 
Board: 2nd Sundays, 12:15 pm  
Building & Grounds: Meets as needed, 432-

1383; chair, Merle Wenger 
Campus Ministry (JMU): Contact Kevin 

Caran, 434-6314, kevincaran@yahoo.com 
Caring circle: Contact Kathleen Burke, 432-

1303, Kathleen@HUUweb.org; or Elinor 
Fankhauser, 438-8558, elifank@verizon.net.  
Choir: For rehearsal schedule, call director 

Charlotte Shnaider 540-886-0517 
Communications: 434-0457, chair, Robin 

McNallie  
Childrenôs religious education (CYCORE): 

Carol Quintero, DRE (director of RE), 438-
5940, Carol@HUUweb.org 
Finance: Chair, Grayson Sless, 433-8201 
Knitting Guild: 2

nd
 and 4

th
 Mondays, 7 p.m. 

Contact, Elinor Fankhauser, 438-8558 or 
elifank@verizon.net. 
Membership: Chair, Mary Hahn, 833-5156 
Red Tent: Womenôs book group meets first 

Saturdays; contact Mary Hahn, 833-5156  
Social Justice: Co-chairs, Linda Royster and 

Eric Milnes. Meets 2
nd

 Wednesdays. Contact 
Linda, llroyster@earthlink.net, 828-3750. 
Sunday Services: On summer break; will 

resume meeting in August -- 3rd Sunday, 
12:15 pm, chair, Bernie Mathes, 433-3424; 
mathes@rice.edu 
 
THE ñHUU REVIEWò TEAM: 

Chris Edwards, Pat Geary, Deb Stevens-

Fitzgerald, Norm Lawson, Robin McNallie 

 

WANT OFF THIS MAILING LIST? We are happy to send our 

newsletter to anyone who wants it, but if you donôt, we donôt want to be 
your ñjunk mail.ò  To get off the list, please call (540)867-0073 or email 
office@HUUweb.org; be sure to give your full name. Thanks! 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES 10:30 a.m. weekly 

CHILDRENôS PROGRAM Sept.-May, 10:30 a.m. Sundays  

POTLUCK first Sundays following service 

 

INFO CHANNELS -- 
¶ HUU website, huuweb.org.  

¶ Unitarian Universalist Association: www.uua.org  

¶ HUU Review: Tentative deadline for Fall issue: Sept. 27. Submit items to 

Chris Edwards, edwards.chris@comcast.net; (540)434-0457. 

¶ Weekly e-news: Submit items by Wednesday morning to Meredith Moore, 

office administrator, office@HUUweb.org.  

¶ Sunday Orders of Service: Submit information to Pat Geary, webmaster, 

433-1040; pat@HUUweb.org, by Thursday noon.  

¶ Online Community Café: http://HUUweb.org/community-cafe/  

¶ To send brief church-related announcements to HUU members and friends: 
huu-announcements@huuweb.org  

¶ For any HUU online-related questions: contact Pat Geary, webmaster, 433-
1040; Pat@HUUweb.org. Internet users: Want to save paper?? Ask Pat how 

to download this newsletter and forego a paper copy.  
 

  

Harrisonburg Unitarian Universalists 
4101 Rawley Pike 
Harrisonburg, VA 22801 
(Return service requested) 
 

 

 

Patriotism is supporting your 
country all the time, and your 
government when it deserves it.  

ð Mark  Twain  fed him for today.  Teach a man to 

ŦƛǎƘΤ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŜŘ ƘƛƳ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜέτAuthor 
unknownman to fish; and you have fed him for a lifeǘƛƳŜέτ
Author unknown 
 

 

 

http://mailcenter3.comcast.net/wmc/v/wm/46130F6A0005FDD10000630722165662769C079D080CD29C0B9D0E990B0A?cmd=ComposeTo&adr=office%40HUUweb%2Eorg&sid=c0
mailto:mary@huuweb.org
http://mailcenter3.comcast.net/wmc/v/wm/4873EB450006734A0000442722165279669C079D080CD29C0B9D0E990B0A?cmd=Compose&adr=judith%2Ehollowood%40gmail%2Ecom%20%28Judith%20Hollowood%29&sid=c0&urld=http%3A%2F%2Fmailcenter3%2Ecomcast%2Enet%2Fwmc%2Fv%2Fwm%2F4873EB1C000D1E8800003E1122165279669C079D080CD29C0B9D0E990B0A%3Fcmd%3DQueryForm%26et%3D5%26sid%3Dc0%26folder%3DINBOX
mailto:holly@huuweb.org
../Documents/eudora/attach/linda@huuweb.org
mailto:kevincaran@yahoo.com
mailto:Kathleen@HUUweb.org
mailto:elifank@verizon.net
mailto:Carol@HUUweb.org
mailto:elifank@verizon.net
mailto:llroyster@earthlink.net
mailto:mathes@rice.edu
http://mailcenter3.comcast.net/wmc/v/wm/46130F6A0005FDD10000630722165662769C079D080CD29C0B9D0E990B0A?cmd=ComposeTo&adr=office%40HUUweb%2Eorg&sid=c0
http://huuweb.org/
http://huuweb.org/
mailto:edwards.chris@comcast.net
http://mailcenter3.comcast.net/wmc/v/wm/46130F6A0005FDD10000630722165662769C079D080CD29C0B9D0E990B0A?cmd=ComposeTo&adr=office%40HUUweb%2Eorg&sid=c0
mailto:pat@HUUweb.org
http://huuweb.org/community-cafe/
mailto:Pat@HUUweb.org

